A Message to the Community Regarding the Friends Book & Media Sale

For many years, the Friends of the Kinnelon Public Library Book & Media Sale has been one of the
community’s most anticipated annual events. Organized entirely by the Friends—a dedicated volunteer
organization that supports the Library through fundraising, advocacy, and community engagement—the sale
has become both a beloved tradition and an important source of support for Library programs, services,
collections, and special initiatives.

As the Friends’ largest annual fundraiser and one of Kinnelon’s most significant volunteer-led community
events, the Book & Media Sale requires months of planning, dozens of volunteers, and a venue capable of
accommodating tens of thousands of donated items. While the Library benefits from the sale’s proceeds, the
event itself is planned, coordinated, and operated entirely by the Friends, whose dedication and volunteer
leadership make this cherished tradition possible.

Because we know how deeply valued this event is, and how many residents have asked why it could not be
held this year, we wanted to provide additional clarity.

The primary challenge was the loss of the event’s longtime venue. The Kiel Avenue Firehouse, which has
hosted the sale for many years, is currently undergoing renovations and was unavailable for use.

The Friends were committed to finding a way to continue the sale and undertook an extensive search for
alternative locations. Planning for the annual August sale begins as early as February and requires months of
coordination by volunteers. In 2025 alone, more than 25,000 books and media items were donated for the sale,
and 68 volunteers, including 37 local teens, helped make the event possible.

Despite those efforts, no alternative venue was identified that could safely accommodate the size and logistical
requirements of the sale while preserving the experience volunteers and patrons have come to expect.

One alternative that was carefully evaluated was hosting the sale within the Library itself. However, given the
scale of the event and the months of preparation required, using Library space for the sale would have
significantly limited the Library’s ability to provide many of the programs, services, and community activities
residents enjoy throughout the year.

While we share the community’s disappointment, this situation also provides an opportunity to recognize the
extraordinary contribution of the Friends of the Kinnelon Public Library. Through the dedication of its
volunteers, the Friends organizes and operates the Book & Media Sale as a gift to the community, with
proceeds supporting the Library and enhancing opportunities for residents of all ages.

We also want to acknowledge the many thoughtful questions, suggestions, and offers of assistance received
from community members. The response has underscored just how meaningful the Book & Media Sale has
become to Kinnelon residents and reflects the community spirit that has helped make the event successful for
SO many years.

The Library remains deeply appreciative of the Friends’ leadership, commitment, and ongoing support. We are
grateful to the volunteers, patrons, and supporters who have helped make the Book & Media Sale such a
cherished community tradition. While the sale could not be held this year, we remain hopeful that opportunities
will emerge for its return in the future should a suitable venue become available.

Thank you for your understanding and for your continued support of both the Friends of the Kinnelon Public
Library and the Kinnelon Public Library.



