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Announcement From The Kinnelon Library Board of Trustees 

 

 

 

June 2012 

 

Dear Kinnelon Library patrons and employees, 

 

The Kinnelon Library plays a special role in the borough of Kinnelon as community 

center. Not only is it where residents and patrons can obtain access to books, 

periodicals, DVDs, the Internet and reference materials, but it’s also a source of 

education and activity for our children, young adults and adults with Storytime 

programs, Guitar Hero and Videogame Nights and Center for Lifelong Learning (CLL) 

curriculum.  Furthermore the Kinnelon Library offers meeting rooms that many in our 

community use – from Boy and Girl Scouts to SAT prep courses, meetings with authors 

and computer seminars, to name a few. The library acts as meeting place, art gallery 

and learning center.  

 

At the same time, as is true with public libraries across the entire country, the Kinnelon 

Library has been affected by the recent economic downturn. The library has to figure 

out how to deal with reduced New Jersey State support and the decline in housing 

values which have led to lower funding levels. This, on top of rising operating and 

healthcare costs, has created financial pressures for the library. 

 

We are among the lucky libraries: patrons in the early 1990s created an endowment 

fund for capital and operating expenses. Furthermore, we have a vibrant CLL and 

Friends of the Kinnelon Library organizations which generously support programs. 

 

Nonetheless, the Kinnelon Library is operating at a deficit and using reserves to cover 

expenses. While this is acceptable as a short-term solution, it is not sustainable long-

term. However, we have the luxury of having a comfortable window with which to 

address these financial issues and return to a sound financial footing. 

 

Rather than passively wait for economic good times to return, and inspired by the 

survey results many of you shared with us in July-August 2011, the Trustees of the 

Kinnelon Library have established a Fiscal Responsibility Sub Committee to explore 

systematically how to return to a balanced operating budget and ensure that we 

continue to serve the people of Kinnelon. 

 

As a first step in this process, the Kinnelon Library Board of Trustees has decided to not 

renew Sunday Library Hours when they would normally resume in October. 

 

Beyond that, the Fiscal Responsibility Subcommittee is actively engaged in fact-finding 

to understand the effectiveness of current library operations.  Based on research, 
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analysis, and interviews, the subcommittee will develop recommendations for the 

Kinnelon Library Board of Trustees to approve by end of year 2012. Our objective is to 

return the Library to fiscal health so current and future generations can continue to 

enjoy our community center. 

 

We thank you for your past support of the Kinnelon Library and will appreciate your 

patience and understanding as we come to terms with the measures that may need to 

be taken during the next few months to curb costs. 

 

If you have suggestions for us to consider, please forward them to 

KinnelonLibraryTrustees@gmail.com.  

 

Best regards, 

 

Kinnelon Library Board of Trustees 

 

 

Anne Arnowitz    

Diane DiGiuseppe    

Linda Farmer 

Charles Haller 

Glenn L. Sisco  

Anne Hermanowski Vosatka    

Christine B. Whittemore 

 


